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COMMENTSON PARAGRAPHS 16 TO 22 AND 40 AND 41 OF DOCUMENT WSI S I/PC-3/DT9-E
CHAPTER ONE: I MPLEMENTATION M ECHANISM
AND CHAPTER FOUR: THE WAY AHEAD

Below are the contributions of the CS Working Group on WSIS Follow-up to Paragraphs 16
to 22 and 40 to 41 of the operationa Part of the draft Tunis Declaration.

On form and gructure, we areincreasingly preoccupied by the growing length of the Draft
Tunis Dedaration and the repetition of ideas or formulations in numerous paragraphs. Serious
trimming is necessary to avoid duplication, within Document DT-9 and also between the
various parts of the whole Declaration.

We a0 reiterate our suggestion to group the present paragraphs 16 to 22 and 40 to 49 in the
same Chapter Four. In particular, paragraphs 40 and 16 aswell as 41 and 17 should be made
more streamlined and coherent with one another. Thus Chapter Four, structured around the
three main pillars (implementation, policy debate and evauation / review) would naturaly
represent the concluding section of the Tunis Declaration, the “Follow-up Framework” of the
WSIS process.

Findly, in order to prepare for further discussion in the coming days, we suggest that
Paragraphs 820 to 22 should be grouped in a specific section devoted to coordination and
generd articulation between dl initiatives, both in implementation and policy debate fora.

On substance, we note the evolution in the text from explicit mentions of civil society to the
systematic use of the expression “sakeholders’. Given the difficulty of trandations and the
need for clarity, we need to make sure that the Tunis Declaration contains  least one clear
definition of the term stakeholders, indicating explicitly that it includes civil society
organizetions.

Ms Chair, we dl know the effective participation of civil society actorsisacondition of the
efficency of follow-up mechanisms. But their full right to participate is dso a fundamenta
question of principles. The presence in the Tunis Declaration of strong guarantees in that
respect is a condition for the legitimacy of the whole follow-up framework. Notions of
cooperation and partnership aone are not enough to ensure the “full and effective
involvement of all stakeholders’. Thislater expression should therefore be used throughout



the document whenever required as a guarantee of the sincerity of the commitments of the
various countries,

The attached table lists the comments on a paragraph by paragraph. Comments on the right
column give some explanations on the rationale for the proposed changes, as ora
interventions will not be possble in the avalable time for observer satements.
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Explanatory
Comments

16. Weacknowledge that
multi- stakeholder participation is
essentid to the successful

building of an indusve and
development-oriented information
society. We underline that the
participation of dl stakeholdersin
implementing WSIS decisions on
nationd, regiona and

internationd levels with the
overarching god of helping
countries to achieve
internationdly-agreed
development gods and
objectives, including the
Millennium Deve opment Gods
is key to that success

10. We [solemnly] declarethat a
multi-stakeholder approach is
essential for the building of an
inclusive and development-oriented
information society and should
serve as the guiding principle of
all WSISfollow-up activities. Full
and effective involvement of al
stakeholdersis necessary to
implement WSS decisons at
nationd, regiona and

internationd levelswith the
overarching god of helping
countriesto achieve

internationdly agreed

development goas and

objectives, including the

Millenium Deveopment Gods.

This paragraph justifies
a stronger commitment
than asmple
acknowledgement.

The term [solemnly] is
added into bracketsin
case this paragraph
becomes the first
paragraph of Chapter
Four as suggested.

The expression “full
and effective’ that
existed in previous
drafts. should be
maintained in
subsequent paragraphs.

“Participation” can be
replaced by
“involvement” if full
and effective” is
maintained.

17.  Weagree, inorder to
ensure the sustainability of
progress towards the eudteores
gods of WSS &fter the
completion of its Tunis phase, to
establish a process of follow-up to
the outcomes of the Genevaand
Tunis phases of WSIS, respecting
the principle of subsdiarity at
nationd, regiona and

internationd levels [, as part of an
integrated and co-ordinated
process]. That process may
include, a each levd, the
fallowing dements.

a) implementation;
b) evduation;[/ review]
c) policy debate and review

17. Wetherefore decide to
establish afollow-up framework
to the WSI'S process combining
the following components at each
level :

a) implementation
b) policy debate
c) evauationand review

(see below for the necessary
articulation with paragraph 41)

WSS, asa Summit, is
over in November; the
creation of afollow-up
framework should be
one of the main
outcomes of Tunis Two
years of discussion on
implementation cannot
produce a mere process
where existing actors
do what they have
always done.

Implementation and
policy debate are the
two main components,
complemented by
regular evaluation and
review mestings.




[/ and follow up]

18. At thenational level, based
on the WSI'S outcomes, we
encourage governments, with the
participation of al stakeholders,

to set up anationa
implementation framework
[bearing in mind the importance
of the enabling environment], in
which:

a)  Nationd e-drategies, where
appropriate, should be made
an integrd part of nationd
development plans,
including Poverty
Reduction Strategies,
aming to contribute to the
achievement of gods
contained in the Millennium
Declaration;

b)  ICTsshould befully
maingtreamed into
drategiesfor Officiad
Development Assistance
(ODA) through more
effective doner
development partners
information sharing and co-
ordination, and through
andyss and sharing of best
practices and lessons
learned from experience
with ICT for development
programmes,

c) Exidingbilaterd and
multilatera technical
ass stance programmes,
including those under the
UN Devedopment
Assistance Framework,
should be used whenever
appropriate to assst
governments in their
implementation efforts at
the nationd levd;

d)  Common Country
Assessment reports should

18. At the nationa level, we pledge
to set up multi-stakeholder
implementation frameworks with
full and effective involvement of
al stakeholders to guar antee
implementation of the WSIS
outcomes.

a) Thematic Initiativesrelated
to the objectives of the
Geneva Plan of Action
developed by or with local
actors should beactively
encouraged.

b) National e-drategies, where
appropriate, should be made
anintegrd part of nationd
development plans, indluding
Poverty Reduction
Strategies, aming to
contribute to the achievement
of the goas contained in the
Millennium Dedlaration;

¢) ICTsshould befully
maingtreamed into Strategies
for Officid Devel opment
Assigtance (ODA) through
more effective devel opment
partners informeation-sharing
and co-ordination, and
through analyss and sharing
of best practices and lessons
learned from experience with
ICT for development
programmes,

d) Exiging bilaterd and
multilatera technicd
ass stance programmes,
including those under the UN
Development Assistance
Framework, should be used
whenever appropriate to
assis governments in their
implementation efforts a the
nationd leve;

€) Common Country

Governments can and
should commit
individudly ina
document signed by
Heads of State.
“Encourage” isonly
appropriatein
paragraphs directed at
other actors.

(New paragraph)
Implementation aso
garts with initiatives by
local actors on specific
themes. Any national
framework should
recognize their
importance.




contain, [when deemed
suitable] a component on
ICT for development.

Assessment reports should
contain a component on ICT
for devdopment.

19. At theregional level:

a) Upon request from
governments, regiond inter-
governmenta organizationsin
collaboration with other
stakeholders could carry out
WSS implementation
activities, exchanging
information and best practices
a theregiond leve, aswdl
asfadilitating policy debate
ontheuseof ICT for
development, with afocus on
ataning the internationdly-
agreed development goals and
objectives, including the
Millennium Devel opment
Gods;

b) UN Regiond eceremic
Commissions, based on
request of Member States and
within approved budgetary
resources, may organize
regiond WSS follow-up
conferences in collaboration
with regiona and sub-regiona
organizations with gppropriate
frequency;

W e consider amulti-stakeholder
approach and the participation in
regional WS Simplementation
activities by civil society,

business entities and othersto be
essential-necessary

19 At the Regional Level

Regiona organizations, in

collaboration with other

stakeholders, are encour agedto :

a) carry out WSIS implementation
activities

b) facilitate exchange of
information and best practices
a theregiond leve,

c) facilitate, asappropriate,
regional I nitiativesrelevant to
the objectives of theWSIS
Plan of Action.

Paragraph 13 b) related to regional
follow-up conferences should be
moved down to “ evaluation and
review” sub-section (see comments
on future contributions)

Wereiterate that amulti-
stakeholder gpproach and the
full and effective participation
inregiond WSS
implementation activities by all
stakeholders is necessary.

The expression “upon
request from
governments is either
imprecise or redundant.

“could” does not bring
a sufficient guarantee
of action.




20. At theinternational levd,
[bearing in mind the importance
of the enabling environment]:

a) Implementation of the
outcomes of the Geneva.and
Tunis phases of the Summitin
the UN system should teke
acocount of the main themes
and action lines in the Summit
documents;

b) Each UN agency, accordingto
within its mandate and
competencies, and based on
decisons of their respective
governing bodies, and in line
with UNGA Resolution
57/270 B, eodid-should
fadilitate activitiesamong
different stakeholders,
including civil society and the
private bugness sector, to
help nationa governmentsin
ther implementation efforts.
Thefadilitation eedld-should
include, anongst others,
information exchange,
cregtion of knowledge,
sharing of best practices, and
assistance in developing and
multi- stakeholder public
private partnerships.
Facilitation should be carried
out within the approved
budgets of the respective
agencies.

c) Themodditiesof
coordination of
implementation activities
among the UN agencies and
inditutions should be [defined
by the UN Secretary Generd]
by July 2006 on the basis of
exiging practices within the
UN system and within the
WSIS. The experience of, and
the activities undertaken by,
UN agenciesinthe WSIS
process—notably [lead role
by] ITU, UNESCO and
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20. At theinternational level

THEMATICINITIATIVESAND
ISSUE CLUSTERS (replaces
paragraph 20 a)

a)

b)

We encour age the formation
of Thematic Initiatives at the
international level, such asthe
ones mentioned in Annex, to
foster implementation on
specific Clustersof issuesand
facilitate coordination among
all involved stakeholders at
al levels.

Each Thematic Initiativeis
encouraged to set up a multi-
stakeholder Team tofacilitate
itswork, interface with other
follow-up initiatives and
prepareregular reporting on
itsactivities

Thematic Clustersof issues
should be defined taking into
account the main themes and
Action Lines in the Summit
Documents.

Thematic I nitiativesin sSmilar
domains agreeing on a
minimum set of common
criteriafor their formation
and functioning could
establish joint multi-
stakeholder structuresto
coordinatetheir activitiesand
avoid duplication.

INTERNATIONAL
ORGANIZATIONS (Replaces
paragraphs 20 b) and d)

a)

All international
organizations, including UN
bodies and Agencies,
according to their mandate
and competencies, should
integrate the WSI S outcomes
in their respective
programmes of work and
facilitate the efforts of the
relevant Thematic I nitiatives.

a) Regular interactions
between actors
addressing similar
issuesis the best way to
promote exchange of
best practices and a
light coordination
mechanism. Exigting
initiatives, such as
Connect the World,
GeSCi or e-Pol Net are
good examplesand a
more complete list
could be annexed to the
Declaration.

b) Facilitation Teams
could be formed in
various ways, but with
an objective of regiond
and gender balance.

c) The WSS Action
Lines should not be cast
iniron to structure
follow-up, given the
fast evolving nature of
Information society
issues.

d) Thisis apossble
way to provide light
and voluntary
coordination
mechanisms

Paragraph partly taken
from a United States
contribution on Para 10
in Document DT6.




UNDP—]should continue to
be used to thar fullest extent;

d) Coordination of multi-
sakeholder implementation
activitieswould dlow
information exchange and
avoidance of duplication of
activities;

€) The establishment of mullti-
stakeholder partnerships, such
asthe ITU-led initiative
“Connect the World’, which
areamed & bridging the
digita divide, should be
supported and encouraged;

f) [Thehead of acentra
coordinating body
(ITU/WSIS-ES) and/or the
Globa Alliance on ICT and
Devedopment is to work
dosdy with the bodies
soecified in the action line
foca points (Ref to the annex
on action lines).]

[21. Werequest......
information society.]

[22. Stressng .... WSIS web-
ste]

b) Facilitation includes, amongst
others, information
exchange, sharing of best
practices, provison of
meeting facilities and
secretarial assistance.

COORDINATION (replaces 20
), €) and f) aswell as
paragraph 22)

Formulations for this part will
come later in the process. They
will cove among others:
coordination among agencies
and multi-stakehol der
coordination.

Suppress paragraph 21

Grouped with para 20 in
coor dination section

40. Building an inclusive
development-oriented
Information Society will require
unremitting effort. We thus
commit oursalves to keep fully
engaged, nationdly, regionaly

and internationdly, to ensure
sugtainable follow-up to the
implementation of [agreements)
[decisons] [outcomes] and
commitments reached during
WSS process and its Geneva and
Tunis phases of the Summit.
Taking into account the
multifaceted nature of building

the Information Society, effective
cooperation among governments

Paragraph 40 should be placed
after paragraph 16 to formthe
new introduction of Chapter
Four.




and other stakeholders, based on
respect for their mandates and
leveraging on their expertise, is
needed-important.

41. WSISfalowup ........ of
the mgor UN conferences and
summits in the economic and
socid fidds.

Smilarly, Paragraph 41 is much
too repetitive and should be
merged with paragraph 17 as
they both describe the three
different components of the WS S
Follow-up Framework.




